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fortress, notably on the River Somme in 1916, when tne British
casualties were 60,000 on the first day. Equally strenuous
sorties were made by the beleaguered garrisons, such as their
great attack on Verdun and the second Battle of Ypres ; but
none of these actions achieved results proportionate to the losses
entailed.
Britain also conducted three minor campaigns against the
Turks—in Mesopotamia, in Arabia and in Gallipoli; and an
Anglo-French force was established at Salonica with the object
of supporting Serbia. Among Allied soldiers and statesmen,
some believed that victory could only be won by breaking in
through one of these " back-doors " ; but others argued that
the war would be won and lost on the Western Front, and that all
available forces should therefore be concentrated there. These
doubts, coupled with irreconcilable war aims among the Allies,
sometimes led to disastrous wavering, as over the Gallipoli
Expedition.
The Russians, though they gained some successes against
Austria, were driven back by a German counter-attack until the
trench-lines were established well within their frontier. They
might have been pressed back still farther but for the fact that
Italy, having refused to join the other members of the Triple
Alliance at die outbreak of war, now deckred war on Austria in
the hope of conquering the "Italia Irredenta " (Njg), for which
she had been longing ever since the birth of the Kingdom. But
this accession of strength was counteracted in the following
autumn, when the Central Powers broke down the resistance of
Serbia by a concentrated effort, in order to clear the Berlin-
Bagdad route to the Turkish Empire. Bulgaria, still burning to
avenge the disasters of the recent Balkan Wars (§ 180), joined
her German patrons in the attack, and within a few weeks Serbia
lay prostrate under the feet of her enemies.
Rumania, after months of hesitation between her desire to
get back the Dobrudja from Russia (§ 180) and to gain Tran-
sylvania from Austria (both these provinces being inhabited
mainly by people of Rumanian stock), at last came in on the

